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PREPARE Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance as you read and study God’s word. 
Read the verses slowly in your favorite translation. Record your insights and answers to the 
following questions.  

Chosen to Love 

• Why did Jesus once again give the disciples the command to love one another after He introduced it in 
John 13:34-35? In what way is this love the foundation of Christ’s family? 

• How did Jesus define sacrificial love? How did He demonstrate it in His life? His death? How do you 
experience His sacrifice in your daily life? 

• You might demonstrate sacrificial love is some areas of your life, but not in others. Make a list of the areas 
in which you tend to be selfish. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal the source of your selfishness. Share it with your 
group or another trusted believer so you can work through it together. 

Chosen as Friends    

• How is friendship with Jesus connected to love, obedience, and knowledge? How do they reinforce each 
other? What happens to your spiritual life if one is weak or absent? 

• Think about how narrowly Jesus defined friendship. How does this relate to passages such as Matthew 
7:13-14; 21-23? What does this teach us about the serious nature of Jesus’ friendship and the 
consequences for those who are His enemies? 

• Warren Wiersbe likened being a friend of Jesus to being in the inner circle of a king. Members of that 
inner circle would be confidants of the king but would still be subject to the king’s commands. How do you 
characterize your friendship with Jesus? Does it resemble Wiersbe’s assertion or not? Should it or not? 
Discuss your insights with your group. 

Chosen to Bear Fruit 

• What do John 15:16 and Ephesians 1:4 teach us about God’s sovereignty in choosing the members of 
Christ’s family? Do you agree with the doctrine of election? Why or why not? If not, how would you explain 
John 15:16? 

• What is fruit in this context? Why are fruit-bearing disciples’ candidates for answered prayer? How will this 
knowledge change the focus or content of your prayers?  

• Examine your life through the lens of John 15:12-17. How do you bear fruit through your love for Jesus? 
Through your love for other believers? What hinders your fruit bearing? How can your group or a spiritual 
mentor help you? Discuss your needs with your group.  

 


